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Chit Chat
Weslcome and Motices
Christing Bradbesar

Prayer of Invocation

Young @ Heart
Christing Bradbear

Bible Asading: Acts 17:1-2
Amanda Fairs

Serman
Turning the world upside down:
Another King

Meditation
Largo & Doles, from a Sonata, by Tslemann
Amanda Fairs (viola)
Sus Hamerton (violin}

Prayer of Intercession
and
The Lord’s Prayer

Bensdiction
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he 2019 legislative elections in Tunisia produced & fragmented

parliament. Through 2020, parliament made no progress in
reforming laws that violate or threaten human rights. It also failed to
ggree on its allotted appointments of judges to the constitutional
court, which could play a pivotal role in ensuring that laws conform
with the rights provided by the 2014 constitution. President Kais
Saied, elected in 2019, renewed a state of emergency. Tunisians who
spoke out risked occasional criminal prosecutions for "defamation”
and other speech offences, and those who demonstrated sometimes
faced excessive force from the police

Human Rights Watch 2020

C ompared to other collntries in the Maghreb region, Tunisia (98%
Muslim) is relatively open, and even the lslamists are

considered more “reasonable” than those of other North African
colntries. A coalition government, established at the end of February
2020, indudes Ennahda (Tunisia's Islamist political party). About &
fifth of Tunisian Muslims dress in & conservative |slamic way, but
many others are guestioning lslam. The Tunisian Ministry of Religion
has 8 Muslim zection, headed by an imam, and & Jewish section,
headed by & rabbi, but nothing for Christians (even though they are
more numerolUs than Jews in Tunisia).

The Christian community is mainly expatriates, especially from
Africa, but also includes some Tunisian converts from Islam and their
children. Historic churches with foreign links are in & relatively strong
position legally. Local Tunisian churches are not prevented from
functioning but have no legal status so cannot own property.
Converts from Islam are stigmatised by the majority Muslim
community and may be rejected by Muslim relatives.

Barnabas Fund 2020
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turning the world upside down

Aneother King

1. Tumning up the Via Egnatia (v.1) the way to synagogue

Still locked down in Melbourne, we &re allowed to travel only 10 km from
home. Paul and Silas emberked on the 152 km walk to Thessalonica from
Philippi, teday rated & 31 hour walk.

Recently the qreat marble paved Roman road, the via Egnatia turned up 7m.
below the Thessaloniki street which still begrs its Roman name (also the A24).

When Paul and Silas errived they found the Jewish synagogue. The obvious
place to speak about the promized Messiah.

2. Tuming over the Scriptures (v.2,3)

As they tumed over passages of Jewish scripture they aiscussed and ressoned
together over three Sabbath days, the covenant promises which Paul and Silas
proclaimed. These promises pointed to the Jewish Messiah. The Hebrew and
Greek words meen ‘snointed one”

What would hz be like? How would he liberate his people? The apostles said
he had done it through his death and resumsction! Whers in the Scriptures
might they have been looking?

3. Tuming my life around (v.4)

Thare were Grazk pzople who had attached themsalves to the synagogue. They
preferred the One God of Israsl to the Greek end Romen pantheon of conflicted
deities.

Interestingly, in John's Gospel it was the desire of Greeks to see Jesus that
resulted in him saying The hour has come [John 12:201f). It was time for his
glory to be revealed. .. on the cross.

Alo na with many Greeks there were a large number of women, especially
noted are lesding women of the town who surrendered to Jesus’ kingdom.
Whet appeal might this have had and why might women be highlightsd?

4. Tuming out Jason's house (v.5.6)

There wers these who would not have any change in their lives, and who felt
threatenad by the changes. To preserve the status quo they stirred up a mob
from the egora. Nothing new under the sun. They raided Jason's house but
couldn't find Paul &nd 5Siles. Jason paid bail nd was released. The apostles
remained hiddzn.

5. Tuming the world upside down {v.6,7)

Tha charge of the reactionaries held true. Jesus iz ‘another king' Like Czesar he
gzks the full ellegiance of his people. He asks this because he hes given &ll for
them. Poet Les Murrey writes “the true god gives his flesh end blood/idols
demand yours off you”.

As Grag Sheriden seys. in parody of Monty Python: “Whet did we ever get from
Christignity - apart from the ides of the individual, human rights, feminism,
liberalism, modernity, social justice and secular politics™

6.  Turning up a letter for a better world (v.8)

Leter, as he sojourned in the Greek city of Corinth for 2 yesrs Paul wrote two
letters to the Christizns in Thesselonica. We heve those letters in our Bibles. |
invite you to read them for next week. I'm going to pick out one central idea to
nurturz us a5 we face our future. See if you can find out what it might be!
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