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Paul and Anthea (no image) are developing contacts
in the Australian M community. Pray for this work
and the situation in M communities worldwide.
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Jesus' time, and our time
[John 12:20-34]

Intro Before we step into the upper room

with Jesus and his disciples (John 13) we are
taking three steps through the last segment of
Jesus' public ministry (John 12). Last week we
noticed Mary's fragrant ointment poured forth,
seemingly wasteful love. Today it's time to switch
light for dark and behold the glory.

the light switch (v.22)

As a boy Jesus knew his calling. He spoke of the
temple as ‘'my Father’s house' (Luke 2:49). In his
adult ministry it appears he was increasingly clear
of its brevity and focal point.

Jesus had often referred to 'the hour' (2:4, 5:25,
7:6,7:30). Always it was ‘not yet'. But when Jesus
heard from Philip and Andrew that ‘the Greeks’
wanted to meet him it is as if a switch was flicked.
Now he says ‘the hour has come’ (12:23). Time's
up.

Later in this chapter (John 12) we see this was due
to his application of Israel’s scriptures to himself.

idols that enslave (v.20)

The Greeks came seeking Jesus at the ‘Feast’. It
was Israel's Passover festival. The great celebration
of redemption from slavery in Egypt more than a
thousand years previously.

Over those years Israel’s prophets made clear that
Israel itself was in danger of succumbing to the
same idolatries that drove the Egyptian dynasties;
devotion to power, wealth and beauty.

Take time to assess the place these have in our
lives. Remember an idol is about how loved
anything might be.

The festival was their yearly reminder that they
had been slaves; they were obliged to remember
the weak, the widow, the orphan and the refugee.

power to serve (v.22-25)
Notice how Jesus’ conversation switches.

He talks about seeds and burial and fruitfulness.
He envisages a harvest arising from the burial of a
single seed. He anticipates disciples following in
service.

This will call for extravagant love (‘hates his own
life' translates a Hebrew idiom meaning to love
others more). Love like that displayed by Mary.

Whom did Jesus have in mind that might follow
him with acts of extravagant service? The other
sheep? (of 10:16), the Greeks? You and me?

whom to save? (v. 27)

John has told us 'the word became flesh’ (John
1:14). Now we sense the fulness of Jesus'’
humanity. Jesus was troubled as he faced his
hour.

Others have been less troubled. We have all
heard of people who faced their end bravely. For
instance, in ancient times both Socrates and
Cicero faced their deaths more calmly.

Yet for Jesus there was more in store as the upper
room will reveal. Nevertheless, Jesus’ asks, "What
shall | say? Father save me? No, this is why |
came.” Not to save himself, but to give himself.

Make the switch! Behold the glory of God. By his
death on the cross Jesus gathers believers for
loving self-giving service. May we all joyfully give
our time in His loving and self-giving service.
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